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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method of searching for contents information 

presented by a plurality of information sites over a network based on a query sent from a client 
terminal to a searching server through the network, the method comprising the computer- 
implemented steps of: 

registering information sites which present contents information involving various items and 
actions related to each oth e r; 

prompting the client terminal to input a query; 

initiating enabling the client terminal to transmit a qu e ry the query to the searching server 
through the network, the query containing an item keyword indicating an item as a target of 
searching and an action keyword indicating an action to be made on the item; 

operating the searching server according to the query to search for one or more of the 
registered information sites having contents information matching the query, and to send back 
directory information indicative of locations of the searched information sites to the client terminal; 

UllU 

Operating the client terminal according to the directory information for accessing the 
searched information sites , ther e by e nabling a us e r to malc e the action on the it e m : and 

registering directory information of a new information site in the searching server together 
with an item keyword and an action keyword matching contents information presented by the new 
information site in response to a request for registration of the new information site from a client 
terminal. 



la-809916 



Application No.: 10/022,992 



3 



Docket No.: 393032029200 



Claim 2 (currently amended): A searching server apparatus used in a system of searching for 
contents information presented by a plurality of information sites over a network based on queries 
sent from client terminals through the network, the searching server apparatus comprising: 

a prompting section that operates when a client terminal accesses the searching server for 
prompting the client terminal to input a query; 

a receiving section that receives the inputted query from the client terminal through the 
network, the inputted query containing an item keyword indicating an item as a target of searching 
and an action keyword indicating an action to be made on the item; 

an operating section that operates according to the received query to search for one or more 
information sites having contents information matching the received query; aad 

a transmitting section that sends back directory information indicative of locations of the 
searched information sites to the client termina l, ther e by e nabling th e client t e rminal to acc e ss th e 
s e arched information sit e s according to the dir e ctory information, wher e by a us e r of th e cli e nt 
terminal can make the action on the ite m ; and 

a registering section, that responds to a request for registration of a new information site 
from a client terminal, for registering directory information of the new information site together with 
an item keyword and an action keyword matching the contents information presented by the new 
information site . 

Claim 3 (original): The searching server apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the 
prompting section provides a list of various item keywords and action keywords with the client 
terminal such that the user can select a set of an item keyword and an action keyword from the list to 
formulate the query. 

Claim 4 (original): The searching server apparatus according to claim 2, further 
comprising a database that stores the directory information of the information sites spread over the 
network together with the item keywords and the action keywords matching the contents 
information presented by the respective information sites. 
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Claim 5 (original): The searching server apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the 
operating section can search for one or more information sites with reference to the database 
according to the query. 

Claim 6 (canceled) 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The searching server apparatus according to claim 2 claim 6 , 
wherein the registering section responds to the request for registration of the new information site 
from the client terminal, for providing a list of various item keywords and action keywords with the 
client terminal such that the user can select a set of an item keyword and an action keyword from the 
list in matching with the contents information presented by the new information site. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A client terminal apparatus in a system of searching for 
contents information presented by a plurality of information sites over a network based on a query 
sent to a searching server through the network, the client terminal apparatus comprising: 

an accessing section that accesses the searching server for establishing communication with 
the searching server through the network; 

an input section that transmits the query to the searching server through the network, the 
query containing an item keyword indicating an item as a target of searching and an action keyword 
indicating an action to be made on the ite m, th e reby e nabling th e searching s e rver to s e arch for one 
or mor e information sites having cont e nts information matching the query ; 

an output section that receives directory information indicative of locations of the searched 
information sites from the searching server through the network; and 

an operating section that operates according to the directory information for accessing the 
searched information sites , th e reby e nabling a us e r to mak e th e action on the it e m; 

wherein the input section can send a request for registration of a new information site to the 
searching server, such that the searching server registers directory information of the new 
information site together with an item kevword and an action keyword matching the contents 
information presented bv the new information site . 
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Claim 9 (original): The client terminal apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the input 
section is provided with a list of various item keywords and action keywords from the searching 
server such that the user can select a set of an item keyword and an action keyword from the list to 
formulate the query. 

Claim 10 (canceled) 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The client terminal apparatus according to claim 8 
claim 10 , wherein the input section is provided with a list of various item keywords and action 
keywords from the searching server, such that the user can select a set of an item keyword and an 
action keyword from the list in matching with the contents information presented by the new 
information site. 

Claim 12 (currently amended): A storage medium for storing an index table used by a 
searching server for searching contents information presented by a plurality of information sites over 
a network based on a query sent from a client terminal through the network, the query containing an 
item keyword indicating an item as a target of searching and an action keyword indicating an action 
to be made on the item, 

wherein the index table memorizes a correspondence between information sites spread over 
the network and subject items involved in the contents information of the information sites and 
related actions mentioned in the contents information, such that the searching server can search for 
one or more information sites based on the query with reference to the index table ; and 

wherein the index table memorizes a correspondence between a registered directory 
information of a new information site and an item keyword and an action keyword matching 
contents information presented by the new information site in response to a request for registration 
of the new information site from a client terminal to the searching server . 
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Claim 13 (currently amended): A computer program embedded in a computer readable 
medium and executable by a searching server for searching contents information presented by a 
plurality of information sites over a network based on a query sent from a client terminal through the 
network, the computer program comprising the steps of: 

prompting the client terminal to input a query when the client terminal accesses the searching 

server; 

receiving the inputted query from the client terminal through the network, the inputted query 
containing an item keyword indicating an item as a target of searching and an action keyword 
indicating an action to be made on the item; 

searching for one or more information sites having contents information matching the 
received query; and 

sending back directory information indicative of locations of the searched information sites 
to the client terminal , thereby e nabling th e client t e rminal to acc e ss th e s e arched information sites 
according to th e directory information, whereby a user of th e cli e nt terminal can malce the action on 
the ite m ; and 

registering directory information of a new information site together with an item keyword 
and an action keyword matching the contents information presented by the new information site in 
response to a request for registration of the new information site from a client terminal . 
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Claim 14 (currently amended): A computer program embedded in a computer readable 
medium and executable by a client terminal for enabling a searching server to search contents 
information presented by a plurality of information sites over a network based on a query sent to the 
searching server through the network, the computer program comprising the steps of: 

accessing the searching server for establishing communication with the searching server 
through the network; 

transmitting the query to the searching server through the network, the query containing an 
item keyword indicating an item as a target of searching and an action keyword indicating an action 
to be made on the item , th e reby enabling the searching server to search for one or more information 
sites having contents information matching the query ; 

receiving directory information indicative of locations of the searched information sites from 
the searching server through the network; and 

accessing the searched information sites according to the directory informatio n, th e r e by 
enabling a user to malce the action on the item ; and 

sending a request for registration of a new information site to the searching server, such that 
the searching server registers directory information of the new information site together with an item 
keyword and an action keyword matching the contents information presented by the new 
information site . 

Claim 1 5 (new): The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the computer- 
implemented step of registering information indicating another action corresponding to the action 
indicated by the registered action keyword. 

Claim 16 (new): The searching server apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the 
registering section registers information indicating another action corresponding to the action 
indicated by the registered action keyword. 
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Claim 17 (new): The client terminal apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the 
searching server registers information indicating another action corresponding to the action 
indicated by the registered action keyword. 

Claim 18 (new): The storage medium of claim 12 wherein the index table memorizes a 
correspondence between information indicating another action and the action indicated by the 
registered action keyword. 

Claim 19 (new): The computer program of claim 13 further comprising the step of 
registering information indicating another action corresponding to the action indicated by the 
registered action keyword. 

Claim 20 (new): The computer program of claim 14 wherein the searching server 
registers information indicating another action corresponding to the action indicated by the 
registered action keyword. 



la-809916 



